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What am I being asked to do?
You have 2 separate, but related tasks to complete. Please read through all slides thoroughly 
before you begin. Please complete the Task Report form and submit this with your work.

How do I submit my work and when?
1. You should email a power point containing photographs of:
* your completed A3 observational drawing. Make sure the angle of the photo is flat on and fills the 
frame, so we can see your work clearly. See images below.
* Photographs of each double page of your journal so far.

Y12 A level fine Art
Transition Project

2021

When should I Submit my work?
1. Your power point by the end of the Summer term, containing your task Report.
2. Your competed Journal should be brought to your first Art lesson in September.



Tell us about how you created your observational drawing:

Tell us about how you created your journal:

What difficulties did you have and how did you overcome them?:

What skills have you acquired in the process of creating your journal?:

Task Report



What?
Complete an A3 size drawing from direct Observational in 
pencil of an object ‘close-up’. It must be something that 
has an interesting pattern, texture and shape when 
viewed up close. We need to be able to tell what it is.

How?
Use a range of soft and hard pencils (E.g. HB, 2B,4B)to 
create a variety of tones from light to dark.
Use Highlights and shadows to create three-dimensional 
form.
Use mark-making techniques to show texture (eg dotting, 
scribbling etc)

Why?
To refine your sustained observational drawing skills by 
looking at a single object for a longer length of time. For 
art teachers to be able to judge your technical skills.

Task 1:Sustained Observational Drawing

How long should I spend on this?

5 hours



https://www.studentartguide.com/

WELCOME
The Student Art Guide helps students excel in a wide range of high school Art 

qualifications, such as IGCSE, GCSE, A Level, NCEA, AP Studio and IB Art.

This site is a MUST for all art students

Says Mrs Wetherell

There are some great tips on here on 50+ Still Life drawing ideas to help you with task 1. Sketchbook 

ideas to help you with task 2 and much more !

https://www.studentartguide.com/


What?
Create a visual art journal which reflects aspects 
of your own life and personality in a small A5 
sketchbook or altered book.

How?
Use a combination of drawings, paintings and 
text/words to illustrate the suggested themes 
using a range of materials, techniques and 
processes of your choice

Why?
To develop and refine your observation drawing 
skills by looking more closely at things around you 
that you see every day, and to explore skills in 
creating drawings from imagination. This will also 
give art teachers the chance to see how 
creative you are.

Task 2: Journal

How long should I spend on this?

1 hour per double page.



Sketchbook and Journal ideas

https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbooks-an-online-course-for-children-families-parents-
teachers/?fbclid=IwAR0eXgOhXUnmJdtsLP-0-
SaSrYINphDO0pQP2KlcHuOGrEHLQMQpDJc2IYk

To begin with you will need a sketchbook. You would have 
made one in the taster session, but if you are using a ready 
made sketchbook, try to use one that is no bigger than A5 in 
size to create your journal as this is a good size. It’s also just as 
easy to make your own - look at some of these examples for 
ideas. Just use whatever you have available at home. Check 
out the links and look on YouTube for ideas linked to 
handmade artist sketchbooks.

Cardboard cover folded in half 
with a range of papers inside. 
Bound together by wrapping 
some string or an elastic band 

around the middle.

You can use an 
old, damaged 
or unwanted 

paper or 
hardback book 

and draw on 
top of the 
pages and 

words

Create an 
accordion or 
concertina 
journal by 

folding and 
gluing paper 
into a long 

strip.

https://www.accessart.org.uk/sketchbooks-an-online-course-for-children-families-parents-teachers/?fbclid=IwAR0eXgOhXUnmJdtsLP-0-SaSrYINphDO0pQP2KlcHuOGrEHLQMQpDJc2IYk


What will I draw?

Each double page will have a theme. we have given you 30 
to start with. work your way through them. Don’t worry if you 
don’t quite reach the end. Do what you can in the time you 
have. You can draw from direct observation, use your own 
photos or find images on the internet as inspiration. Look at the 
slides below with artists who use sketchbooks and journals.

Remember once you have submitted photographs of your 
work you can still add more pages and continue it over the 
Summer ready to bring back in September.

Receipts
Tickets

Wrappers
Scrap paper

Envelopes
Postcards

Flyers
Newspapers

You can also collage things into your journal and draw on top of them



You can use small titles 

using a relevant font as 

a way to give context to 

your page 

Use a range of different size 

drawings on the page and 

add small images and boxes 

Use annotation to write 

notes or add further 

information about the 

things you have drawn

Page inspiration and layout ideas

You can write down the location, 

date and the time that you do 

your page entry.

Think carefully about layout and composition.Some 

pages can be filled with images and others can have 

lots of empty space.

Use more than one media 

or technique per double 

page. Try using different 

techniques, such as cross 

hatching, continuous line, 

detailed tonal studies etc

Think about 

literacy when you 

annotate your 

pages, and use 

these to create a 

flow and visual 

story which travels 

across different 

pages. 



Relevant artists



Jose Naranja turns ordinary 

notebooks into highly detailed works 

of art. The artist uses watercolours, 

stamps, writing, elements of 

photography and drawings to turn 

each notebook into a one of a kind 

masterpiece.

Naranja worked as an aeronautical engineer for many years but 

eventually decided to quit and devote his life to art and travels. The 

artist developed his passion for notebook art in 2005 when he 

discovered Moleskine pocket journals. As hard as it may be to believe, 

Jose is a self-taught artist, but his skills are remarkable. So far the artist 

has filled in 12 notebooks and recently has begun binding his own, to 

make his art even more personal.

Jose Naranja

https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2018/04/hand

made-sketchbooks-by-jose-naranja/

http://josenaranja.blogspot.com/

https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2018/04/handmade-sketchbooks-by-jose-naranja/
http://josenaranja.blogspot.com/


Frida Kahlo

Frida Kahlo's life was expressed 

through her work. A chronological 

look at her artwork provides an 

understanding of the events that 

changed her life: her passions, 

motivations, disappointments, and 

desires. Painting was cathartic for 

her, however, writing and keeping a 

diary also helped her to establish a 

relationship with herself, and to find 

a way of expressing her afflictions 

during the final 10 years of her life.

Kahlo  found that writing, as well as painting, was useful not just 

for communicating with her family and friends—and  also as a 

way of connecting with her own feelings, conveying her ideas on 

her artistic practice, and expressing her worries and pains, both 

physical and emotional.



Chandler O’Leary



Guillermo Del Toro



Themes



https://hellogiggles.com/news/museums-with-virtual-

tours/?fbclid=IwAR134hJHVMAXmevHkpg26kzBTvJM23f6N_Z2c53P487LniUSNxXbMA7zwG4

https://www.timeout.com/news/take-a-virtual-tour-of-frida-kahlos-dazzling-mexico-city-home-

042920?utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook&cid=%7Elondon%7Enatsoc%7Efacebook%7Ee

chobox#Echobox=1588168675

You could find a work of art that you’ve never seen before that captures 

your interest. Tell us all about the piece you chose on a page in your 

Journal. Which gallery, artist, title. Media, scale, date and why you chose 

it.

Visual Gallery Tours

https://hellogiggles.com/news/museums-with-virtual-tours/?fbclid=IwAR134hJHVMAXmevHkpg26kzBTvJM23f6N_Z2c53P487LniUSNxXbMA7zwG4
https://www.timeout.com/news/take-a-virtual-tour-of-frida-kahlos-dazzling-mexico-city-home-042920?utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook&cid=%7Elondon%7Enatsoc%7Efacebook%7Eechobox#Echobox=1588168675


Page 1
Inside

Page 2
Outside



Page 3 
Travel and Places

Page 4 
Food



Page 5 
Doors

Page 6 
Windows



Page 7
Trees

Page 8 
Water



Page 9
Possessions

Page 10 
Childhood Memories



Page 11
Colour

Page 12 
Nature



Page 13
Animals

Page 14 
Family



Page 15 
The Weather 

Page 16 
Textures



Page 17 
Favourite Film

Page 18
Favourite Book



Page 19
Feelings and Emotions

Page 20
Smells



Page 21 
Dreams

Page 22 
Fears



Page 23
Words

Page 24 
Clothes



Page 25 
Favourite Artist

Page 26 
Favourite drawing tools



Page 27  
The News

Page 28  
Conflict



Page 29
Favourite songs

Page 30 
Self Portrait



Below you will find a range 
of resources to develop 
your transitional skills and 
competencies needed in 
level 3 learning and 
beyond. 

Extension Resources



Creative journeys

Watch this film and click on the links below to hear from some of the UK’s leading designers, 

architects, engineers and other creative professionals about how they got started

https://www.creativejourneyuk.com/

Careers in Art

Your choice, your future 
Independent UK university rankings, course information and expert advice 

for every student

https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/

https://www.creativejourneyuk.com/
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/


https://news.artnet.com/art-world/art-history-tv-series-1843368#.Xqvo59lcTFg.facebook

Art World

Want to Learn Art History? Here Are 9 Absolutely Classic TV Series That Will Give You a Solid Education—and Keep You on the Edge of Your Seat

From Kenneth Clark's 'Civilisation' to Mary Beard's 'Shock of the Nude,' there is a whole lot to see.

Artnet News, April 29, 2020

https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/museums/how-

two-professors-transformed-the-teaching-of-art-

history/2020/04/30/21fb77c6-88ee-11ea-9dfd-

990f9dcc71fc_story.html

How two professors transformed the teaching 

of art history

More art History

https://smarthistory.org/

https://forarthistory.org.uk.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p08535x9

Apparently ‘Barbie Reports’ on twitter is good

Art History programmes

https://news.artnet.com/art-world/art-history-tv-series-1843368#.Xqvo59lcTFg.facebook
https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/museums/how-two-professors-transformed-the-teaching-of-art-history/2020/04/30/21fb77c6-88ee-11ea-9dfd-990f9dcc71fc_story.html
https://smarthistory.org/
https://smarthistory.org/
https://forarthistory.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p08535x9


https://www.timeout.com/newyork/news/you-can-now-download-over-200-art-books-from-the-

guggenheim-for-free-

042920?fbclid=IwAR2JV0qcjab1bMbnpMEx3_wyDQnmsxXQvLyVm2QEPlZcnwCGqAqDSeuBpT0

Free Art Books

https://www.timeout.com/newyork/news/you-can-now-download-over-200-art-books-from-the-guggenheim-for-free-042920?fbclid=IwAR2JV0qcjab1bMbnpMEx3_wyDQnmsxXQvLyVm2QEPlZcnwCGqAqDSeuBpT0


https://forartsake.co.uk/

Most galleries do Podcasts. There are lots on The Tate website

Art Podcasts

https://forartsake.co.uk/


https://aestheticamagazine.com/

Aesthetica is a worldwide destination for art and culture. In-depth features foreground today’s most 

innovative practitioners across art, design, photography, architecture, music and film.

https://streetartnews.net/

Blog Daily coverage of everything new in Urban and Street Art.

Https://artsandculture.google.com/explore

Google Arts & Culture is an online platform through which the public can view high-resolution 

images and videos of artworks and cultural artifacts from partner cultural organizations throughout 

the world

https://www.thisiscolossal.com/about/
Called the “Tate Modern of the Internet,” Colossal is an international platform for contemporary art and visual 

expression that explores a vast range of creative disciplines. 

Art Magazines & Blogs

https://aestheticamagazine.com/
https://streetartnews.net/
https://artsandculture.google.com/explore
https://www.thisiscolossal.com/about/


Please see two links below that may explore additional resources to support distance learning in Art & 
Photography for extension and enrichment opportunities.

https://www.gresham.ac.uk/schools.

Here is a subject specific suggested reading list from our link Oxbridge college, Wadham College. It may well lead 
you to the Wadham department webpage where you will see their reading lists. It also contains bridging material 
which may be of interest if you are continuing on to study Art or Photography at University.

http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/courses/suggested-reading-and-resources

Additional resources for extension and enrichment opportunities

https://www.gresham.ac.uk/schools
http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/courses/suggested-reading-and-resources


https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/10-artist-movies-and-documentaries-to-watch-on-

netflix-amazon-iplayer

10 Artist movies to watch

https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/10-artist-movies-and-documentaries-to-watch-on-netflix-amazon-iplayer

