
Applying for Medicine, 
Dentistry, and 
Veterinary Science.

Applying to 

Oxford and 

Cambridge.



Why Oxford or Cambridge?

• Broad range of academic courses.

• World-class teaching – lectures, seminars/classes, 

practicals.

• Small-group teaching – tutorials/supervisions .

• Excellent facilities and resources.

• Academic, pastoral and financial support.

• Wide range of extra-curricular options.

• Excellent graduate opportunities, irrespective of degree 

discipline.



Universities and departments

• As a student, you’re a member of the 

University, a department AND a College.

• Cambridge has 31 colleges ( 3 women only-

Murray Edwards, Newnham, Lucy Cavendish)

• Oxford has 30 colleges.

• You can apply to specific college or make an 

OPEN application.



Colleges

A College is like a mini campus, providing a base 

for students. When considering Colleges, think 

about where you’d like to live – open application 

if you don’t mind.

• Academic and pastoral care

• Accommodation, dining and recreation

• Organise small-group teaching

• Facilities for academic study



What are they looking 
for?

• Academic ability and potential

• Genuine subject interest – motivation 

and enthusiasm

• Good ‘fit’ between applicant and 

course

• Vocational commitment (where 

appropriate)



How Is The Teaching Different to That of Other Universities?

Lectures
Lectures act as a starting point for your own research and typically last around 50 minutes. 
Depending on the subject anywhere up to several hundred students may attend.
Seminars and classes
These are usually for medium-sized groups (eg 10-30 students), last between one and two 
hours, and provide the opportunity to discuss particular topics in more detail. They’re led by 
academics but you’re expected to contribute actively.
Practicals
Sometimes called ‘labs’ or laboratory classes. Practical work on some courses may be 
assessed.
Supervisions
Supervisions are small-group sessions (most often for between one and three students) with 
a supervisor (an academic), You do some preparation for each supervision – usually reading, 
writing an essay or working on some problems. In the session, you get feedback on your work 
and talk about/present your ideas.
Supervisors are specialists in particular subject areas (they may be one of the country’s or 
world’s leading authorities). Typically, you have one or two hour-long supervisions each 
week.



What information do they use 
to assess applications?
No part of an application is considered in isolation – all 

available information is looked at together before 

decisions are made. They consider every application 

individually, taking all aspects into account:

• Academic record

• Personal statement

• Teacher’s reference

• Performance in any admission test / 

assessment (where required)

• Written work (where required)

• Contextual information and data

• Interview



Oxford/ Cambridge Personal Statement
What are they looking for?

Cambridge Advice:

At Cambridge, all admissions decisions are based solely on academic criteria (ability and 
potential). Therefore, in your personal statement, we’d like you to:

• explain your reasons for wanting to study the subject at university
• demonstrate enthusiasm for and commitment to your chosen course
• express any particular interests within the field
• outline how you’ve pursued your subject interest in your own time- extra reading
• This information is often used as a basis for discussion at interview.

Oxford Advice:
Tutors at Oxford are only interested in your academic ability and potential. They want to 
see that you are truly committed to the subject or subjects you want to study at university.
• But it’s not enough just to say that you have a passion for something: you need to show 

tutors how you have engaged with your subject, above and beyond whatever you 
have studied at school or college- extra reading.

• This can include any relevant extra-curricular activities.



• Comments from subject teachers indicating a rank order in class (such as 
'top of 20' or 'in the top four out of 23') or a comparison with current or 
previous applicants (for instance 'one of our top 10 university applicants 
this year')

• Comment on character, approach to work, attitude, independent study. 

• Evidence of a willingness to explore and discuss ideas outside the 
confines of the subject specification, if applying for a subject studied at 
school/college

• Evidence of steps taken to find out about the subject, for a non-
school/college subject

What Do Teachers Need To Add in Their Reference?



Preparing to apply

Do your research
• Course choice is the most important decision –research thoroughly, personal 

interest(s) 

Engage and explore

• Be proactive in your learning – current studies and interests relevant to your 

intended degree

Results

• Work hard to do as well as you can

Practise……..

• Discussing your academic interest(s)

• Past/example admission test/assessment papers

• Time management – generally and for exams



ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS
• Oxford- check to see if your chosen subject requires an entrance test:

• http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-
oxford/guide/admissions-tests

• Make sure you get your test candidate entry number from your school or test centre 
as proof of entry by 6pm on 15 October.

• OR

• Cambridge
• https://www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-takers/cambridge-pre-interview-

assessments/

• Make sure you get your test candidate entry number from your school or test centre 
as proof of entry by 6pm on 15 October.

It is YOUR 
responsibility to 

register for the exam.

If you are applying to 
study Mathematics, you need to take 
the Sixth Term Examination Paper 
(STEP). This test takes place in June of 
Year 13.

http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/guide/admissions-tests
https://www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-takers/cambridge-pre-interview-assessments/
https://www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-takers/step/about-step/index.aspx












Extenuating Circumstances Form

• Cambridge has an ‘extenuating circumstances form’ which is completed 
separately to the UCAS form. Here, I can explain reasons why a student may 
not have performed as well as expected at GCSE or A Level, or issues which 
may have affected their study.

• Oxford does not have such a form. However, certain circumstances can be 
shared on the teacher reference.

• Students need to inform CS early on in the process so that evidence can be 
used to support this application.

• You MUST attend the entrance examination. If something may affect your 
performance, then medical evidence is required. They will accept no excuse.



What Do I DO Now?

• Read.
• Explore your subject area.
• Ensure that your work experience will support your application.
• Research your chosen university and its colleges.
• Research your course.
• Ensure you know what the minimum A Level requirement is. How many 

A*?

• Speak to teachers about your predicted grades. It is fairly evident by the 
end of year 12 if you are capable of an A* in their subject.

• Ask your teachers for reading/ articles outside of the syllabus. You will 
need to discuss these in your personal statement and at interview.

• Don’t forget that universities have lectures available on YouTube.
• Open Days! Go now.



Applying for Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science

• If you are applying for Medicine or Veterinary Science, you 

can make 4 choices for that subject, and 1 other choice for 

another subject.

• E.g Medicine for York, Warwick, Bristol, and Birmingham. 

Your last choice would usually be for Biological Sciences at 

another uni.

• Traditionally, Medicine and Veterinary Science have been 

incredibly competitive and difficult to get into- however, 

thanks to ‘widening participation’, these subjects have 

become far more accessible- although just as competitive 

now!

• You could complete a Foundation Year first.



• Why you want to be a doctor 

(motivation)

• Work experience/ volunteering 

(exploration)

• Wider Reading and study (exploration)

• Extracurricular

What are universities looking 

for?



Your work experience will be key. However, all universities know that this can be 
difficult to do!
• Veterinary Science- Local farms- Lambing?

Local Vet- front desk- talking to pet owners- how does 
insurance work? What difficulties did you notice?

• Hospital/ GP/ Hospice/ Elderly care/ childcare…anywhere you can acquire some 
experience/ observation.

• Unis are not necessarily interested in a list of what you did. What they are looking 
for is for a student to reflect upon what they saw.
E.g If you watch a Doctor talking to a patient, HOW do they change their   

language? HOW do they change their voice? DO they listen to the questions a patient 
has? HOW do they answer them?

E.g TEAMWORK- how is this demonstrated?
TIP: Take a notebook with you to complete after each observation. 

Work Experience



Personal Statement

• What interests you about your chosen subject- why have you chosen it?

• Is there a particular aspect you would like to pursue?

• Work experience- what did you observe? How did it inform your understanding of 
Medicine etc?

• What extra reading have you completed? What has interested you in particular? 
Why?

• Have you observed any lectures? Which unis? Which professors?

• Volunteer work within your chosen field?



• The majority of medical schools use an admissions test as part 

of its entry requirements. Medical schools each state on their 

websites which test they use. 

• You might sit different combinations of these tests according to 

the medical schools you intend to include in your application.

• The majority of medical schools use the UCAT (formerly 

UKCAT). Applicants register for and sit the UCAT before the 

UCAS application is made. Registration typically opens in May 

and closes in September. Testing takes place from July until 

October, ahead of the final deadline for UCAS applications to 

medicine, which is 15 October every year. 

• Some schools use the BMAT.

Extra Tests



Any Questions?

C Stewart- UCAS Co-ordinator/ Early 

Entry Applications:

cstewart@wootton.beds.sch.uk

N Lowe- UCAS Administrator:

nlowe@wootton.beds.sch.uk

mailto:cstewart@wootton.beds.sch.uk
mailto:nlowe@wootton.beds.sch.uk

